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	Introduction/Thesis and conclusion
	Content
	Analysis
	Structure and Formatting
	Footnotes/Bibliography

	A
	· Introduction provides context to topic, outlines the structure of the essay and it engages the reader
· Thesis (argument) is clear and well written and presents an argument to be proved

· Conclusion re-states the thesis (in new words)

· Conclusion summarizes the arguments in the essay

· No new information or arguments are introduced in the conclusion
	· Paragraphs deal with one succinct topic that relates to the thesis
· Paragraphs contain a topic and concluding sentence
· Content is relevant and thorough throughout essay

· Great demonstration of

research (quotes and paraphrasing)

· Content supports thesis

· Essay is between 1500-2000 words
	· Thoughtful and clear

analysis of material

and relates to thesis

(argument)

· All research evidence

is analyzed and proves thesis

· Author uses evidence and facts to support their thesis and bring forward arguments
	· Each paragraph has a topic sentence
· Structure of essay is
clear and flow of content

is logical

· Paragraphs end with a

transition sentence that

leads into the next paragraph

· Writing is concise

· Grammar and

vocabulary is mainly

free of errors
	· Bibliography demonstrates a range of quality sources and formatting is mostly correct

· Chicago or APA style is used
· Essay uses 7-8 secondary sources and at 1-2 primary sources
· Footnotes are in proper Chicago or APA format

· Essay has an appropriate number of footnotes demonstrating adequate research

	B
	· Introduction introduces topic but does not outline the structure of the essay or engage the reader

· Thesis is generally well-written and an argument is present but lacks specific reasons for argument

· Thesis exists but needs a coherent argument

· Thesis exists but needs rewriting to improve clarity

· Conclusion re-states thesis and partially summarizes the arguments in the essay
	· While more relevant points could be provided, content is fairly accurate

· Need more quotes from sources to support argument and to demonstrate research
· Paragraph does not have a complete topic sentence
· Improve clarity by providing more examples, statistics, dates, figures, etc.

· Essay does not meet the minimum word count
	Analysis of main ideas is brief but generally good
	· General structure of essay is apparent, but some paragraphs need reworking
· Paragraph order, linkage, and flow needs improving
· Some paragraphs need a clear topic sentence to improve clarity
· Some grammar/spelling errors, but writing generally good
· Some paragraphs veer off topic
	· Bibliography is generally good, but contains some formatting errors

· Bibliography is short on sources

· Few or no written sources used (e.g. books, journals)

· Some sources do not appear reliable or credible 
· Essay has 5-6 secondary sources

· Footnotes contain formatting errors

· Lacking an appropriate number of footnotes

	C
	· Thesis does not address a question

· No clear thesis exists

· Introduction needs more relevant background to engage reader and to provide context

· Conclusion partially re-states thesis

· Some new information or arguments are introduced in conclusion
	· Quotes from sources are rarely or never used

· Quotes are not always relevant to the material

· Essay is short on relevant content

· Essay needs more detail to achieve clarity and to support your thesis

· Content does not support thesis
	Attempt at analysis is evident, but not fully developed
	· Essay lacks structure and is at times confusing to follow along
· General structural errors disrupts flow and fluency
· Some paragraphs need more detail for context and clarity
· Extensive grammar/spelling errors disrupt essay’s flow and coherency
· Some sentences are excessively wordy and/or awkwardly written 
	Bibliography and/or footnotes contain s numerous formatting errors: 

· Information is incomplete

· need hanging indents

· not in alphabetical order

· only relied on websites for sources

· Punctuation errors

· Do not # / bullet bibliography

· Essay uses 3-4 secondary sources

· Not enough footnotes to display adequate research

	D
	· Introduction doesn’t clearly summarize main ideas
· Introduction is confusing because of structural errors and sequencing of ideas

· Conclusion does not re-state thesis or summarize new arguments

· New information and arguments are brought forward in the conclusion
	· Essay topic question has not been adequately addressed or has veered off topic

· Essay does not demonstrate quality and thorough research

· Sequence of main ideas confusing
	Analysis of main ideas is missing
	· Text is not double-spaced.
· Missing page numbers
· Used contractions 
· Use a professional font and 12 point size
· Sloppy formatting errors 
· Essay needs proofreading
· Significant structural / formatting errors exist in essay
	· Essay has 1-2 sources in bibliography

· Essay has few footnotes
· Footnotes and Bibliography are not in Chicago style
· Please refer to online writing manual

· Essay uses non-academic online sources 
· ESSAYS CANNOT PASS WITHOUT FOOTNOTES

	F
	· No introduction, thesis or conclusion
	· No essay content
	· No essay content
	· No essay content
	· No bibliography or footnotes



